Morphologically, trabecular, ribbony, palisading, insular, or carcinoid patterns have been described in MCT,' 3 4 12 13 and a differential diagnosis from rare carcinoid tumours metastatic to the thyroid was considered.'2 14 15 We studied MCTs showing histological features indistinguishable from gut carcinoids to find out the value of immunohistochemistry in their identification and in their differential diagnosis from metastatic carcinoid tumours to the thyroid and some follicular cell neoplasms. (fig 3-5) . Ribbony and cribriform patterns predominated in two cases ( fig  4) , a palisading arrangement of tumour cells occurred in another two cases (figs 3 and 6) and glandular structures in four (fig 3) . Some giant cells with pleomorphic nuclei were observed in one tumour. Oxyphilic cells pre- 
